From: Noreen Walsh

To: EW6 Sage-grouse FMT

Cc: Richard Hannan; Ren Lohoefener

Subject: GRSG and Rangeland Fire: new info and tomorrow"s webinar

Date: Tuesday, June 30, 2015 9:20:25 AM

Attachments: OWEF Policy Memorandum 2015-007 (ICS Reporting Requirements).pdf

MEMO 2015026 al.pdf
2015 Direction to Wildland Fire Leadership.pdf
NMAC 2015-7 Wildfire Response Sage-Grouse.docx

Dear FMT,

Please take a moment to read this additional guidance from the OWF about new procedures
in place for reporting rangeland fires or suppression of fires in GRSG habitat.

Please also plan to participate in the BLM webinar tomorrow at 11:30 am mountain time
about rangeland fire efforts in sagegrouse habitat. Look for webinar connection information
from Matt Kales soon.

Noreen

Noreen Walsh

Regional Director
Mountain-Prairie Region

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
303 236 7920

From: Rupert, Jeff [mailto:jeff rupert@fws.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2015 6:30 AM

To: Anna Munoz; Noreen Walsh
Cc: Cynthia Martinez; Jim Kurth; Matt Kales; Theresa Rabot; Gary Frazer; jim_lyons@ios.doi.gov
Subject: Wildland Fire Information - Great Basin

Good Morning, Yesterday | covered a Wildland Fire Season Status Brief for the Director's
Office. There was discussion related to deployment of suppression resources and how the
National Multi Agency Coordination Group would inform decision related to the Great
Basin. Jim Lyons and others ask me to forward the attached information. Let me know if |
can can provide any additional assistance, thanks--Jeff

Jeff Rupert

USFWS-NWRS

Chief, Division of Natural Resources
(703) 358-2660
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United States Department of the Interior

QOFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

JUN 29 2015

OWF POLICY MEMORANDUM #2015-007

To: Director, Bureau of Land Management
Director, National Park Service
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation

Director, U.S. Geological Survey /
From: Jim Douglas, Director - Office of Wildland Fire ’f
Subject: Incident Status Summary (ICS-209) Reporting Réquirements Greater Sage-grouse

Habitat is Burned or Threatened by Wildland Fire

Purpose:
This Policy Memorandum provides Wildland Fire Management Program direction by

establishing common Incident Status Summary (NIMS ICS-209) reporting requirements when
greater sage-grouse habitat is burned or threatened for wildland fires burning or originating on
Department of the Interior bureau managed lands.

Background:

DOI wildland fire management is an integrated program that supports the goals of “Secretarial
Order 3336, Rangeland Fire Prevention, Management and Restoration” (Order). Wildland fire
management works hand-in-hand with resource and land use programs to meet the expected
products and timelines to address the specific topics identified in the Order.

The Order requires protection, conservation, and restoration of greater sage-grouse habitat, while
maintaining safe and efficient operations. The Order further requires the Department to work
cooperatively and collaboratively with other Federal agencies, states, tribes, local stakeholders,
and non-governmental organizations on fire management and habitat restoration activities.
Working together, the Department will: (i) Enhance the capability and capacity of state, tribal,
and local government, as well as non-governmental, fire management organizations, including
rangeland fire protection associations and volunteer fire departments, through improved and
expanded education and training; and (ii) Improve coordination among all partners involved in
rangeland fire management to further improve safety and effectiveness.





To enhance this cooperation and collaboration it is incumbent upon the Department’s wildland
fire management program to report when and where greater sage-grouse habitat is burned or
threatened from wildland fires burning or originating on Department of the Interior bureau
managed lands.

An Incident Status Summary (ICS-209) Report is required for any fire under a full suppression
management strategy that exceeds 100 acres in timber (fuel models 8-13), 300 acres in grass and
brush (fuel models 1-7), or has a Type 1 or 2 incident management team assigned. (Reporting
requirements may be more stringent depending on the Geographic Areas and agencies affected
by the fire.) Wildland fires being managed under multiple strategies may, or may not, require an
[CS-209 to be submitted daily, depending on the size and complexity of the incident. These
fires, however, shall be reported weekly (usually Thursday *) until the fire is contained, unless
the Geographic Area Interagency Mobilization Guide specifies more stringent guidelines.

This reporting enables the National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC) intelligence group
to query the ICS-209 records for these key words that can identify threats to greater sage-grouse
habitat. This key word search can feed the narrative portions in the Incident Management
Situation Report (IMSR). For additional information regarding data entries on the ICS-209 form
visit the “Intelligence” page of the NICC web site:

http.//www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/intelligence/intelligence.htm

Scope:

This Policy Memorandum applies to all wildland fires involving lands managed by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the
National Park Service, and the Bureau of Reclamation. The intent of this reporting requirement
is to ensure compliance and accountability with direction provided in the Order.

Time Frame:
This Policy Memorandum is effective immediately and remains in effect until rescinded or
superseded.

Policy:
The Department will use the common Incident Status Summary (ICS-209) Report within the

National Intelligence Operations SIT-209 program when a wildland fire meets NICC ICS-209
reporting thresholds and will report greater sage-grouse habitat is burned or threatened as
identified on the current spatial greater sage-grouse habitat layers. The current habitat data and
maps are available at: (http://www.nifc.gov/fireandsagegrouse/maps.html).

1. InBlock 30, “Damage Assessment Information,” document greater sage-grouse habitat
burned in the text box. This is no different from summarizing damage and/or restriction of
use/availability to residential/commercial property, natural resources, critical infrastructure
and key resources, and so forth. It should be worded: Sage-grouse habitat burned (note the
hyphen).





2. In Block 38, "Current Incident Threat Summary and Risk Information in the 12-24-48-72
hour time frames and beyond,” it is very important to described greater sage-grouse habitat
threatened within the summary/narrative section. This is no different than describing
significant threats to communities, critical infrastructure, natural and cultural resources such
as timber, wildlife habitat, watershed, agricultural areas, endangered species, historical
resources, or other valuable resources. It should be worded: Sage-grouse habitat threatened
{note the hyphen).

Contacts: Richard (Dick) Bahr, Deputy Director for Management and Programs, Office of
Wildland Fire, 208-334-1550
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USDA
JUN 0% 205 SRERE

To: Chief, U.S. Forest Service
Director, Bureau of Land Management
Director, National Park Service
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Director, Bureau of Indian Affagrs

Memorandum

From: Sally Jewell
Secretary of the Interior

Thomas J. Vilsack @A f '. M

Secretary of Agriculture
Subject: 2015 Direction to Wildland Fire Leadership

In 2014, we were fortunate that the number of wildfires reported, acres burned, and structures
lost all remained below the national 10-year average. The success of last fire season was

a result of the outstanding work of our firefighters, pilots, and incident teams, along with our
cooperators. Every year we see more and more examples of where our fuels reduction and forest
restoration efforts are reducing the threat to communities and creating safer and more successful
opportunities for suppression. Even with that progress, we anticipate the 2015 wildfire season to
be another challenging year to manage fire. As in the past, wildfire risk in 2015 will be highly
dependent upon both weather and human factors. The drought potential remains elevated in
some areas of the West and extreme in California, which will have an impact on wildfire risk this
year especially in areas with heavy fuels. Understanding how the drought will impact fire
behavior allows us to fully evaluate risks with a broad perspective for both planned and
unplanned ignitions, while considering the people we serve and landscapes we protect. In
accordance with the goals of the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy, we
seek to create resilient landscapes and fire-adapted communities, and provide safe, efficient
wildfire response.

Our implementation of Federal wildland fire policy follows direction set forth in the Guidance
for Implementation of Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy, 2009. The protection of
firefighters and public safety is the single, overriding priority in every fire management activity.
Setting priorities among protecting public communities and community infrastructure, other
property and improvements, and natural and cultural resources will be done based on the values
to be protected, human health and safety, and the costs of protection. These overarching
priorities direct our collective fire management activities.

Department of the Interior Secretarial Order 3336 establishes protecting, conserving, and
restoring the health of the sagebrush-steppe ecosystem as a critical fire management priority.





We expect that Agency administrators and fire managers will integrate this additional priority
into the allocation of fire management resources and assets, particularly in priority habitat in Fire
and Invasive Assessment Team identified areas; and, will ensure fire management activities are
consistent with the 2009 guidance and its overarching priorities, most importantly, to protect
firefighter and public safety.

These priorities form the basis for firefighting resource and asset prioritization and allocation
decisions by the national Multi-Agency Coordinating Group, the various Geographic Multi-
Agency Coordinating Groups, local coordinating groups, and each manager of U.S. Forest
Service and Interior units. We recognize that additional firefighting resources and assets may
be required to meet these priorities.

We ask you to communicate and emphasize these priorities to your managers, fire staffs, and all
employees, and to remember the basic tenets of wildland fire management:

e Be prepared with a well-trained, qualified workforce and a clear, up-to-date plan for
responding to wildfires;
Acknowledge risks and actively mitigate them in order to minimize their effect;

e Stress cooperation and communication between agencies, bureaus, states, tribes, partners,
and interested publics; and

e Actively participate in incident briefings and utilize a review/lessons learned process to
improve and praise actions.

We expect agency administrators and fire managers in all of your agencies to adhere to the
following guidance:

e TFirefighter and public safety is a core value that governs every decision and activity.
Understand and embrace the guiding principles set forth in the Federal Wildland Fire
Management Policy and National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy.

e Understand your roles and responsibilities and ensure your staffs understand and
implement their responsibilities.

e Be engaged; reach out to your interagency partners and stakeholders to ensure they are
also appropriately involved.

e Collaborate to set realistic expectations and develop practical, risk-informed decisions
and approaches.

e Learn from others and share what you learn.

Involve your chain of command at the earliest opportunity.

e Keep the public informed.

Our success will be defined by how well we meet our obligations and how efficiently we use our
resources and the management tools available to us. By keeping our employees and the public
safe from harm or loss, effectively suppressing unwanted fire, and doing everything we can to
improve the health of our landscapes, we will be successful.

Thank you for your leadership, engagement, continued commitment, and service to preparing for
and protecting our Nation against the unwanted impacts of wildfire while managing for the
health of our landscapes.






	National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group

3833 South Development Avenue; Boise, ID 83705







NMAC Correspondence #2015-7							June 23, 2015

To:	Geographic Area Coordination Groups 



From:	National Multi Agency Coordination Group



Subject:		Managing Wildfire in Support of the Department of the Interior Secretary’s 

		Order 3336 – Rangeland Fire Prevention, Management, and Restoration





On January 5, 2015 the Secretary of the Department of the Interior (DOI) issued Order 3336 identifying Sage-grouse habitat as a critical factor in managing wildfire.  DOI and Department of Agriculture (USDA) leadership subsequently issued joint 2015 Direction to Wildland Fire Leadership. The NMAC recognizes the importance of communicating how the Order and direction from the Secretaries will affect the direction, allocation, and reallocation of resources among the affected Geographic Areas (GAs) while meeting the mission of NMAC.

The national priority setting below communicates NMAC leaders’ intent to the GAs relative to the Order and the joint statement.

The single, overriding priority in all actions is the protection of human life – both that of firefighters and the public. National priorities and drawdown plans will consider the following criteria:  

· Maintain GA initial attack capability.

· Protect communities and community infrastructure, other property and improvements and natural and cultural resources.  This includes preserving high quality Sage-grouse habitat as a critical natural resource and fire priority.

· Strategic risk management; managing costs without compromising safety.



NMAC processes exist to evaluate values at risk, prioritize, and direct allocation of firefighting resources to GAs.  Management of Sage-grouse habitat is a natural resource value at risk and a critical element in these processes.  In every case, it is the intent of NMAC to anticipate and identify future wildfire management resource requirements, and allocate to GAs accordingly.  

In order to meet the reporting integrity and consistent accountability of the Order, NMAC recommends that the following guidelines be utilized within the ICS-209 program when greater Sage-grouse habitat is burned or threatened, and identified on the enclosed map.  

1.	In Block 30, “Damage Assessment Information,” document greater sage-grouse habitat burned in the text box. This is no different than summarizing damage and/or restriction of use/availability to residential/commercial property, natural resources, critical infrastructure and key resources, and so forth. It should be worded: Sage-grouse habitat burned (note the hyphen).



2.	In Block 38, "Current Incident Threat Summary and Risk Information in the 12-24-48-72 hour time frames and beyond,” it is very important to described greater sage-grouse habitat threatened within the summary/narrative section. This is no different than describing significant threats to communities, critical infrastructure, natural and cultural resources such as timber, wildlife habitat, watershed, agricultural areas, endangered species, historical resources, or other valuable resources. It should be worded: Sage-grouse habitat threatened (note the hyphen).

This enables the National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC) intelligence group to query the ICS-209 records for these key words, such that if it is entered anywhere in the ICS-209, it feeds into the narrative portions in the Incident Management Situation Report (IMSR).

For additional information regarding data entry in the ICS-209 visit the “Intelligence” page of the NICC web site: http://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/intelligence/intelligence.htm

For additional information regarding Department of the Interior Secretary’s Order 3336 – please visit the website:  http://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/rangeland/index.shtml



/s/ Aitor Bidaburu

Chair, NMAC



Enclosures: 

· MEMO_2015026_a1; Map of “West-Wide Greater Sage-grouse Priority Habitat Management Areas and General Habitat Management Areas and Fire Perimeters- May 2015” (http://www.nifc.gov/fireandsagegrouse/maps.html )

· Memorandum - Joint DOI/USDA 2015 Direction to Wildland Fire Leadership
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